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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, PN 

SUBJECT: SENATE POSTPONES FINAL CONSIDERATION OF BYRD 
(SNYDER) AMENDMENT. 

1. ON JULY 24 THE SENATE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE DELETED 
THE BYRD AMENDMENT (IDENTICAL TO HOUSE-APPROVED SNYDER 
AMENDMENT) FROM THE STATE DEPARTMENT APPROPRIATIONS BILL. 
SENATOR H. BYRD (VA) WAS EXPECTED TO INTRODUCE IDENTICAL 
AMENDMENT THIS WEEK ON SENATE FLOOR, BUT CONGRESSIONAL 
SOURCES NOW CONFIRM THAT SUCH A MOVE WILL NOT OCCUR UNTIL 
AFTER THE AUGUST RECESS. 

2. SENATOR BYRD 

REQUESTED RIGHT TO UNLIMITED DEBATE (FILIBUSTER) 

ON HIS PROPOSED AMENDMENT. FACED WITH NEED TO COMPLETE 
HEAVY LEGISLATIVE AGENDA BY AUGUST 1 RECESS, SENATE 
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LONG DEBATE AND OPTED INSTEAD TO POSTPONE FLOOR DISCUSSION 
ON THE BYRD AMENDMENT UNTIL AFTER SENATE RECONVENES IN 
SEPTEMBER. 

3. FROM DEPARTMENT S PRELIMINARY HEADCOUNT IT APPEARS 
LIKELY THAT IF THE BYRD AMENDMENT HAD BEEN INTRODUCED ON 
THE FLOOR THIS WEEK IT WOULD HAVE BEEN SOUNDLY DEFEATED. 
DURING RECESS. DEPARTMENT WILL CONTINUE 

AND EXPAND CURRENT EDUCATIONAL EFFORT 
ON THE HILL IN SUPPORT OF TREATY NEGOTIATIONS TO INCLUDE 
HOUSE AS WELL AS SENATE. 

4. IF ASKED REGARDING CURRENT STATUS OF BYRD (SNYDER) 
AMENDMENT YOU MAY USE FOLLOWING GUIDANCE: 

"ON JULY 24 THE SENATE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE DELETED 
THE BYRD AMENDMENT, WHICH WOULD HAVE CUT OFF FUNDS FOR 
THE PANAMA TREATY NEGOTIATION S .FROM THE STATE DEPARTMENT 
APPROPRIATIONS BILL. WE WERE GRATIFIED BY THIS DECISION. 

WE ARE HOPEFUL THAT ANY EFFORT TO REINTRODUCE THE 
AMENDMENT DURING SENATE FLOOR DEBATE AFTER THE AUGUST 
RECESS WILL BE DEFEATED. 

WE BELIEVE THAT IT IS IMPORTANT TO OUR DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS NOT ONLY WITH PANAMA BUT WITH ALL THE COUNTRIES 
OF THE HEMISPHERE THAT THE TREATY NEGOTIATING PROCESS 
GO FORWARD." INGERSOLL 
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